
Dear Parents 
 
The President of South Africa’s address to the nation on Sunday night changed everything. It set not only our 
country - but also our College - on a course of action in order to deal with the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Being part of an international network of schools has many advantages. We had already been warned from the 
experiences of our sister schools in Italy and Switzerland and how to deal with the crisis. Our College teachers 
had met on the Friday prior to the President’s announcement to discuss online teaching solutions in the event that 
our schools were to be closed and Google Meet was chosen as the easiest and most accessible online platform. 
Under the direction of Deputy Headmasters Mr Belman and Mr Taylor, students’ were gathered in our Mini Theatre 
to trouble shoot issues around accessing the Reddam House/ Google email addresses. With further practical 
advice provided by the schools in Europe, a plan was already in motion when the President made his 
announcement to have all schools closed by Wednesday 18 March. 
 
On Sunday evening, following the announcement, I made my way down to the Muir Auditorium to catch the last 
20 minutes of the final dress rehearsal of our musical of Footloose. Our incredibly talented cast of around 100 
students has been working extremely hard to put on what is to be a truly outstanding production under the direction 
of Mrs Farla Ribbonaar with musical direction by Mr Russell Scott and choreography by Mr Quinton Ribbonaar. It 
then fell on me to inform them at the conclusion of the rehearsal that, on following the emergency measures 
announced by our President, Footloose would not be performed the following week. Understandably, there were 
tears of bitter disappointment but I was impressed by the maturity and selfless attitude of all of those involved who 
realised quite quickly that there is a bigger picture at play, and that sacrifices would need to be made by everyone 
in order to stop the devastating wave of this virus that was hitting our country. I made a promise to the cast that 
Footloose would be staged in 2020 and our College management has - in our subsequent planning - identified 
alternative dates to make this happen next term. 
 
On Monday 16 and Tuesday 17 March, the plan to take our teaching and learning online started to be put into 
place with both students and teachers setting up their Google classrooms and working collaboratively to discuss 
the functionality of the Google Meet platform. In following the President’s directives, we were not able to meet 
together as a College for assembly as we collectively are more than 100 people, but Grade Assemblies were held 
on what was to be the final day of contact school on Tuesday. Grade Heads spelt out expectations of students’ 
online involvement and appropriate behaviour and gave last minute instructions in preparation for the following 
day of virtual school. Fears were calmed as our students were made to understand that, although the emergency 
measures put into place to deal with the pandemic would undoubtedly disrupt our everyday lifestyle, it would not 
jeopardise their education. 
 
It was with some trepidation that our College teachers faced the dawn of the first day of virtual teaching on 
Wednesday, 18 March. However, it took just the first ten minutes of making contact with their registration classes 
online that they soon came to realise that they could do this! The enthusiastic and responsible manner in which 
almost every College student reported for their ‘live’ online lessons on time and engaged fully further boosted the 
confidence of both teachers and students. Lessons were not perfect and there were glitches, but once identified, 
the College teachers met at break time to share ideas and provide further solutions. It was most certainly a historic 
and emotional day. I wish to thank those parents who by the end of the day provided further encouragement by 
sending emails of appreciation and posting commendations on our Facebook page thereby reaffirming the faith 
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that you have in our College to continue to find creative ways to provide the best possible education for your 
children.  
 
The second full day of ‘live’ online learning, following the normal timetable, took place on Thursday 19 March and 
was a much smoother process. On this day, teachers had learnt how to record lessons and where to save the 
links so that students who were expecting connectivity issues could access these lessons at a later time. By the 
end of the day, the College teachers could confidently say that they had pretty much mastered the mechanics of 
Google Classroom and Google Meet. But they were exhausted! It has been an emotional roller coaster and our 
phenomenal teachers have surpassed all expectations that they have had of themselves. I wish to commend them 
for their positivity, perseverance, dedication and determination to ensure that your children’s education has not, 
for one second, been compromised by the closure of schools. The support provided by our IT Manager, Mr Atish 
Raghubir, has been nothing short of outstanding in order to make this happen. 
 
Despite the anxiety and discomfort, the steps taken to deal with the pandemic have thrown up a number of 
positives to date. It has made us think carefully about how technology, if used appropriately, can provide a myriad 
of possible solutions and not just a replacement of pen and paper or to watch TikTok videos. This may well be 
the catalyst that causes us to start using technology intentionally rather than being controlled by it mindlessly. 
However, once the novelty of online lessons subsides, and the lonely reality of social distancing starts to settle in, 
we will all come to realise that schools are more than places where teachers deliver lessons and students 
complete tasks. They are places where people connect – and not through a screen – but by meaningful contact: 
a hand on the shoulder for encouragement or a hug in times of distress; where real relationships are formed 
through activities outside of the classroom – virtual or physical. The cancellation of so many events and the need 
to self-isolate will also give many of us the opportunity to slow down and breathe. It will give us the opportunity to 
spend quality time with those closest to us.  
 
But for now, we must distance ourselves from each other yet, ironically, in doing so, we will be showing social 
solidarity. We have only recently started to embrace the idea that we need to look after the most vulnerable 
amongst our community: the elderly; the ill and those with compromised immunity or lack of adequate resources 
to deal with the pandemic. The young and the fit need to make sacrifices in order to slow the spread of the virus. 
By avoiding large venues of people and hunkering down at home will slow down the contagion and will provide 
our medical staff with the opportunity to treat each case carefully rather than being completely overwhelmed by 
huge numbers and then having to choose who will be treated or who won’t. We need to be selfless and 
responsible. 
 
Our campus will be on complete shut down from the end of the day on Friday 20 March. No access will be 
allowed to any parents, staff, students or visitors until Tuesday 31 March. Restricted access will then be 
implemented until 14 April. We will continue to communicate with you should our campus need to be shut down 
longer. Despite needing a well-earned holiday, our teachers will continue to seek out new virtual lesson ideas for 
further online learning opportunities. Our school will reopen for teaching and learning on Tuesday 14 April – be it 
physically or virtually. 
 
Until then, look after one another; stay healthy and stay safe. 
 
ADAM ROGERS 
HEADMASTER 
 

 
Staff News 
We bid a sad farewell to Mr Gavin Belman, Deputy Headmaster (Operations) who leaves us at the end of this 
term to take up the position of Head of the High School at Curro Hillcrest. Mr Belman has spent just over two 
years at Reddam House Umhlanga where he has worked tirelessly to put structures and procedures in place to 
support the rapid growth of our College. He is a superb teacher of Mathematics who will be sorely missed by 
those who were fortunate to have been taught by him.  
 
Mrs Heather Horner has been appointed as locum teacher of Mathematics until the end of the year. She is a 
Bachelor of Business Science Honours graduate of the University of Cape Town and has gained valuable 
Mathematics teaching experience through Advantage Learn under the guidance of Ms Trish Pike and, more 
recently, at Inanda Seminary.  
 

GENERAL NEWS & INFORMATION 



Mr Phil Edmonds, Head of Grade 8/ 9 and teacher of Business Studies, has been appointed to the staff of 
Reddam House Berkshire in the UK from 1 September. We have begun the process of finding a suitable 
replacement who will be able to fill his big shoes. 
 
With the promotion of Mr James Taylor to the position of Acting Deputy Headmaster (Operations), Mrs Tammy 
Lailvaux has been appointed to the position of Acting Grade Head (Grade 10) from the start of Term 2 until the 
end of the year. Please direct any Grade 10 issues to tammy.lailvaux@reddam.house. Mr Taylor will remain in 
charge of Grade 11. 
 
Sister Tandeka Yakobi, who joined us in a temporary capacity as school nurse this term, has accepted our offer 
of a permanent position from the start of Term 2.  
 
Footloose Dress Up Day  
In anticipation of the Footloose production, a dress-up day was held on Friday 13 March.  The majority of our 
students elected to participate in this initiative by dressing up in ‘Country and Western’ gear. The funds raised will 
be used to offset production costs. 
 

 
Left to right: Paige Slater, Tyra Fenger, Liam Cooney, Hellen Mafuru, Chanelle Rosario, Simone Ephraim, Yo Jen Chen, Brogan Rolfe, Ethan Hattingh, Maxine Morey, Shrien Naidoo, Ruby Karon, Roarke Bartlett 

 

Postponement of Footloose 
Thank you to all those who bought tickets and were ready to support our College production of Footloose.  Quicket 
has assured us that all tickets purchased have been refunded.  We look forward to our cast taking to the stage at 
the end of the 2nd term.  A new event will be loaded onto Quicket timeously, where tickets can be purchased for 
the new dates. 

 
Arrangements for the First Week of Term 2 
Unless communicated otherwise, Term 2 will commence physically at 07:25 on Tuesday 14 April. As is 
customary, all students will be required to wear their “step out uniforms” on the first day of the new academic term. 
 
A uniform and hair inspection will take place on Tuesday 14 April. Parents are requested to assist the College in 
enforcing the highest standards of appearance of our students by ensuring that boys return to school with a 
traditional schoolboy haircut. Girls’ hair may not contain colour and hair accessories must be in accordance with 
our dress and hair codes. Please use the holiday period to mend or replace any fraying or damaged school 
uniform items. This includes sewing buttons on to shirts and blazers. Dirty blazers should be dry-cleaned. 
 
Grade 9 Parents’ Ndlela Information Evening 
All Grade 9 parents are requested to attend a meeting at 18:00 in the Mini Theatre on Thursday 16 April to 
discuss arrangements and requirements for the annual Ndlela 12-day Outdoor Challenge.  
 
Compulsory Support Events: Term 2 
Our compulsory events this term were extremely successful and for many of our students, were the highlight of 
the term. As a result, we will continue to build our school spirit through these events. The Term 2 compulsory 
spectator event will be the Boys’ and Girls’ 1st Hockey Teams Fixtures on Friday 24 April from 14:00 to 17:00  
 
All Grade 8-12 students will be expected to attend the 1st Girls’ Team Hockey match vs Danville Park Girls’ High 
School followed by the 1st Boys’ Team Hockey match vs Ashton College.  
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Both games will be played on the Reddam House Umhlanga AstroTurf and all students should be dressed in 
their “step out” uniforms. 
 
Please note these events are compulsory events on our school calendar. Roll call will be taken before and after 
the event. More details regarding the compulsory events will be communicated closer to the time. Parents and 
students are kindly requested to take note of this date prior to making weekend arrangements next term.   
 

 
Online Protocols 
Grade Heads reminded students of the following online protocols that are to be implemented whilst engaged in 
online learning: 
 
Students must be appropriately dressed on live teaching via Google Meet. They need NOT be dressed in school 
uniform.  Students are to check regularly in Google Classroom to see the instructions for each lesson and to 
endeavour to complete all work set. Students are to immediately ask teachers for clarification if they do not 
understand and to communicate with teachers if work cannot be completed. Students are to follow Reddam House 
expectations of behaviour and conduct at all times. They are not to sabotage the learning of other students. They 
must communicate with peers, teachers and others using technology in a responsible and respectful manner. 
Students may not record or take photos of their peers or teachers during online learning. Students may not 
deliberately browse, download, upload or forward material that could be considered offensive or illegal and may 
not share recorded lessons publicly. 
 
Maths Olympiad 
On 12th March, all Grade 8 and 9 and a select few Grade 10 – 12 students wrote the first round of the Mathematics 
Olympiad, without a calculator.  We were thrilled to note that 31 Grade 8, 32 Grade 9 and 35 Grade 10 – 12 
students have progressed to the second round.  This round will take place after school in May.  The Maths 
Olympiad is geared towards testing thinking and exposing students to abstract and complex problem solving 
procedures.  It is no small feat to progress through each round and we are extremely proud of our students 

Mathematics High Performance Academy 
The Mathematics High Performance Academy had a very successful first term with the final lesson for the term 
held on Friday 13 March. The Academy will kick-off again in Term 2 on Friday 17 April.   
 

Advantage Learn Maths Online  

By now all parents would have received an email from Advantage Learn notifying them that their profile on their 

platform has been created and that they are now in a position to follow their child’s progress. If you are having 

any trouble with your profile on AdvantageLearn.com, don’t hesitate to contact them via their website or at 

info@advantagelearn.com  

 
LO Assignments/ Reschedule 
The term 1 LO Island days have been postponed until Friday 24 April (Grade 12 only) and Wednesday 6 May 
(Grade 8 to 12). Consequently, the assignments set will only need to be handed in next term.    
 
Cycle Tests, Mid-Year Examination Dates & Assessment Calendars 
Please refer to the Reddam House Umhlanga App for the Term 2 cycle test and assessment calendars.  Unless 
notified otherwise, the proposed mid-year examination dates are:  
 
Grades 8 – 11:  Monday 25 May to Friday 29 May (inclusive) 
Grade 12:   Monday 25 May to Saturday 30 May (inclusive) 
 
Term 2 is already a short term and by condensing the mid-year examination timetable into one week will provide 
for more teaching time. 
 
Fill Your Cup Teachers Conference 
On Saturday the 14 March, four College teachers were lucky enough to attend the Fill My Cup Teacher 
Appreciation Conference at City Hill Church in Hillcrest with over 700 teachers from around Kwa-Zulu Natal in 
attendance.  They were addressed by Craig Blewett on technology who gave them effective tips on how to change 
our mindset in the classroom. He encouraged delegates to move away from using technology efficiently and to 
rather use it effectively in order to benefit our students.  

ACADEMIC NEWS & INFORMATION 
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Counselling Psychologist, Sia Rees’ speech was entitled “Teacher Resilience: Developing True Grit and 
Combating Burnout.” She offered teachers practical advice on how to conquer burnout. After lunch, Aaron McIlroy 
had the audience in stitches during his performance in his standup comedy show ADHD.  
 
The highlight of the conference was most definitely the moving and inspirational story of Stephan McGowan’s 
imprisonment by the Al Qaeda from 2011 to 2017. Delegates sat enraptured as he told his story of how he was 
captured in Mali during his attempt to cross Africa on his motorbike and held prisoner for 6 years.  
This was both a wonderful way to end off a busy term and the delegates left feeling uplifted, inspired and 
enlightened.  
 

 
Reddam Res Formal Dinner: Thursday 12 March 
The residents of the Reddam House Umhlanga Res held their Term 1 Formal Dinner on Thursday 12 March. 
Guest of Honour was departing Deputy Headmaster (Operations) Mr Gavin Belman who delivered a 
motivational address. He was formally introduced by Mr Justin Lanz. Toasts befitting the formality of the 
occasion were delivered by Luke Gardiner, Freddie Mavimbe and Nico Willemse. A wonderful 3 course meal 
was provided by the resident caterers, Red Deli.  
 

 

BOARDING NEWS & INFORMATION  

 



Travel Arrangements  
All Res students must communicate their travel requirements directly to Mr Skinner on the Reddam Res number 
or hadyn.skinner@reddam.house at least 48 hours prior to transport required. Unless informed otherwise, all 
students are due back 13 April by 18:00. Boarders who have left the country during the holiday must self-
quarantine for a period of 14 days from the date of re-entry. 
 
Term 2 - Important Dates 
13 April:  All Res students are to return between 16:00 and 18:00.  
17-19 April:  Closed Weekend. All students are required to stay in for the weekend. 
24 April – 27 April: Students may depart after the compulsory hockey fixture at 17:00 on 24 April. 
30 April - 3 May: Reddam Res Free Weekend. All boarders must vacate the Reddam Res at 14:00 on 30 

April and to return on Sunday 3 May between 16:00 and 18:00. 
 

 

Music: Chameleon Chronicles 

On the 6 March Reddam House Umhlanga hosted our annual "Chameleon Chronicles". This relaxed evening 
saw performances from our College students in an intimate and personal setting. Original songs were presented 
alongside instrumental works as well as numerous first-time performances. It truly showcased the outstanding 
talents nurtured at Reddam House Umhlanga. 
 

Visual Art: Cup Artwork 

This Term the Grade 9 Option Art students experimented with charcoal, made styrogami sculptures (sculptures 
constructed from styrofoam cups) and drew on paper cups with fineliner pens. The most popular project was the 
paper cup project and this was evident in the beautiful artwork that the students produced. A few of the students 
took advantage of the portability of the cups and drew whilst sitting in our beautiful garden outside the art 
studios. 
 

 

   Technology: Benjamin Rodrigues, Fish: Ella Dreyer                               Dragon: Kushiv Singh, Cliff and tiny people: Benjamin Rodrigues  

 

Debating 

Results of the Durban Coastal Debating League Round 4:  
Seniors (Tiaan Walters, Dylan Kriel and Dashiell Naidoo) vs Danville Park Girls’ High School: lost 
Juniors (Kushiv Singh, Kival Singh and Shayur Bansee) vs Danville Park Girls’ High School won. Shayur 
Bansee was Best Speaker.  

CULTURAL NEWS & INFORMATION 
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‘Footloose’: Term 2  

The tentative rescheduled dates for the performances of Footloose are Monday 8 and Tuesday 9 June followed 
by Thursday 11 and Friday 12 June. Bookings will reopen in the new term. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lilly of the Valley Collection 
The Lily of the Valley organisation recently collected all the goods donated by our College students during the 

term. All the goods collected will ensure that the beneficiaries are well looked after for a few weeks.  

 

Beach Clean-Up: Saturday 14 March 

The Green Portfolio got to hold the first beach clean-up of the year on Saturday 14 March after February's 

scheduled gathering was rained out. The committee decided to focus on Virginia Beach as it is not as well-

maintained and cared for as the Umhlanga main beach, which is comparatively clean. 

 

Despite an early start, it was remarkably hot and sweaty work, albeit incredibly rewarding. An enormous amount 

of rubbish was gathered over the two hours which is credit to the fantastic support received from Reddam House 

Umhlanga students. The team of more than fifty enthusiasts collected a vast amount of polystyrene and plastic 

which had broken up and become lodged in the dunes as well as in the sand. This was quite an eye-opener for 

many of as to what litter is most prevalent and pervasive.  

COMMUNITY SERVICE NEWS & INFORMATION 



 

The positive attitude and the lively mood that 

prevailed ensured that the exercise was less of a 

chore and quite a lot of fun too. The support from 

parents, in various roles, was invaluable and very 

much appreciated. We look forward to tackling 

more of these activities next term. 

 

    

 

 

   

 
 
 
 

 
SPORTS RESULTS 
 
Boys’ Hockey 
vs DHS 
u14A vs DHS u14A lost 0-10  
u16A vs DHS u16A lost 0-10  
1st Team vs DHS 1st team lost 0-2  
 
vs Kloof High School 
u14A vs Kloof High School u14A won 6-1  
u16A vs Kloof High School u16A won 7-0  
1st Team vs Kloof High School 1st Team lost 1-2  
 
vs Westville Boys’ High School 
u16B vs Westville Boys’ High School u16D drew 0-0  
2nd Team vs Westville Boys’ High School 4th lost 0-5  
 
Girls’ Hockey 
1st Team: Spar Tournament 
vs Fatima 1st Team drew 0-0  
vs Crawford College La Lucia 1st Team lost 0-2 
vs Crawford North Coast 1st Team won 1-0  
vs Durban North College 1st Team won 2-0  
vs Northlands Girls’ High School 1st Team won 1-0  
 
Reddam House Umhlanga was placed 5th overall 
 
Lifesaving 
Congratulations to Tyra Fenger who has been selected for the KZN Lifesaving Team to participate in the 
interprovincials to be held in Durban on Saturday 2 May at Kings Park Aquatic Centre and Sunday 3 May at 
Addington beach. 
 
Action Netball Finals  
Medal Playoffs 
U14A vs Crawford College La Lucia u14A won 15 – 14 (gold medal winners) 
U14B vs Westville Girls’ High School u14B lost 7-14 
U15B vs Crawford College La Lucia u15B won 8-7 (bronze medal winners) 
U15A vs Durban Girls’ College u15A won 20-13 (gold medal winners) 
U16A vs Crawford College La Lucia u16A lost 18 – 20 (silver medal winners) 
2nd Team vs Maris Stella 2nd Team lost 8-18 (silver medal winners) 
1st Team vs Crawford North Coast 1st Team won 20 -19 (bronze medal winners) 

SPORTS NEWS 



u15A, Back Row: Mr Sandile Mzimela (coach) Caitlin Roden, Katherine Hoal, Josanne Fincham, Kirsten           u14A: Back Row:  Ella Matthews, Julia Asherson, Jessica Pooler, Unathi Nkala, Jamie Lofstedt, Wamandla  

Stead, Kayla Moodie Front Row: Wamandla Bluebird, Nontobeko Mohuli, Senamile Khanyile                     Bluebird, Mrs Lizzie Mohuli (coach), Fundiswa Maphanga, Jamaica Lamb, Tyra Horn    

U15B, Back Row: Senemile Khanyile, Mbali Kweyama, Charlotte Sinclair, Kriya Singh, Hannah Karodia,    Opens 2nd Team, Back Row: Hellen Mafuru, Melba Mavimbe, Rachel Duvenhage, Ms Sphie Radebe 

(coach) Minyang Li, Mr Sandile Mzimela (coach) Noluthando Skosana, Azande Sithebe, Phumzile Hlongwane Kristen Lea, Duranne Eaton Front Row: Nangamo Maphalala, Maxine Morey, Amberly Gourlay   
  

 
North Durban Hockey Teams 
 
Congratulations to the following hockey players for being selected for the following zonal hockey teams: 
Jaime Lofstedt     North Durban u14A 
Wamandla Bluebird North Durban u14A 

Jessica Pooler North Durban u14B 

Nontabeko Mohuli North Durban u14B 

Amber Lewis North Durban u14B 

Madison Northend North Durban u14B 

Asanda Zondi North Durban u16A 

Kiara Whiteboy North Durban u16A 

Georgia Swart North Durban u16A 

Kayla Moodie North Durban u16B 

Christy Dudas North Durban u16B 

Tallulah Crosby North Durban u16B 

Michaela Ehrich North Durban u18A 

Taryn Jabour North Durban u18A 

Kelsey Collett North Durban u18B 

Bronwyn De Sousa North Durban u18B 

Julia Asherson was invited to the next round of trials.  Bridget De Sousa was selected as a non-travelling 
reserve for the u16 team. 



North Durban Outdoor Netball Teams 

Congratulations to the following Outdoor Netball players for being selected for the following zonal outdoor  

netball teams:  

Tyra Horn North Durban u14A 
Maya de Souza North Durban u15A 
Nontobeko Mohuli North Durban u15A 
Senamile Khanyile North Durban u15A 
Bridget De Sousa North Durban u16A 
Kristen Lea North Durban u16A 
Sisanda Nkala North Durban u17A 
Kari Kriel North Durban u17A 
Ntokoza Vilikazi North Durban u18A 
Nangamso Maphalala North Durban u18A 
 
Term 2 Sport: Practice and Fixtures 
Please refer to the Reddam House Umhlanga App for Term 2 sports practice days and fixtures.  
 

 

Astroturf Advertising Boards  
An exemplary advertising board has already been erected on the fence 
around the Astroturf. Please contact Ian Gardiner for further information 
on sponsorship.umhlanga@reddam.house or 0824466228  
 
My School Card 

We encourage parents to please remember to swipe their My School 

card when shopping at any of the affiliated stores. These stores 

include Woolworths, Walton’s, Engen, Flight Centre and Loot. The full 

list of affiliated partners can be found on the My School website.  A 

portion of your spend is given back to the 

school and these funds will be utilised 

towards the beautification of our school 

grounds as well as the purchase of books for 

the library.   

 

New Sponsorship Opportunity - Field 
Boundary Markers 
Please contact Ian Gardiner on 
sponsorship.umhlanga@reddam.house 

 or 0824466228 for pricing options. 
 

 

 

 

18 – 19 April Boarders’ Closed weekend 

18:00 Grade 9 Parents Ndlela Info Evening (Mini Theatre) 

DATES TO DIARISE 

 

14 April 07:25 Term 2 Begins (students to wear “step outs”) 

16 April 

23 April World Book Day 

SPONSORSHIP NEWS & INFORMATION 
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Please click on this button to see our Reddam House Umhlanga Advertisements 

24 April 

24 April 

07:35 Grade 12 LO Island Day 24 April 

14:00 Compulsory Event: 1st Boys’ and 1st Girls’ Hockey Fixture 

13:30 Grade 9 EMS Market Day 

https://sites.google.com/reddam.house/ruadsterm42019/home

