
 
Dear Parents 
 
It was a momentous day for our country when the Springboks won the Rugby World Cup on Saturday. This victory 
could not have come at a more opportune moment in our country’s psyche. As captain Siya Kolisi held the Webb 
Ellis Cup high above his head you could sense the unseen scale of the occasion. It was more than just winning a 
rugby tournament. This was the celebration of hope.  
 
Hope. It was etched on the face of Kolisi as he stood among his teammates beneath the golden ticker-tape and 
fireworks, a leader and symbol for the people of South Africa. It was there in the smiles of the fans, some drawn 
from privilege, some from poverty. It was there in coach Rassie Erasmus’ moving post-match speech in which he 
recognised that the Springboks had been given the awesome responsibility of bringing hope to a country that, at 
times, has found itself divided and in despair.  
 
Last week, as the Springboks were preparing for their ultimate challenge, our College too was facing down a 
challenge of our own. It had been brought to my attention that some of our students may be vaping on our school 
property. Vaping is the act of inhaling and exhaling the vapour produced by the heated nicotine or other liquid 
(often called “juice”) of an electronic cigarette (e-cigarette or e-cig), vape pen, or personal vaporizer. Since they 
leave little odour, e-cigarettes are particularly easy to hide and use discreetly in public places, including school. 
 
Vaping is popular among some teenagers now for all the wrong reasons. Many teens are under the incorrect 
assumption that because an e-cigarette is not a traditional paper-rolled-around-tobacco, it's not a health risk. They 
couldn't be more wrong. According to the American Lung Association, even some e-cigarettes that claimed to be 
nicotine free tested positive for the drug. 
 
The long-term effect of nicotine is a higher risk for addiction and a negative impact on brain development, 
specifically, working memory and attention span. Some e-cigarettes tested positive for an ingredient used in anti-
freeze, others are known to contain formaldehyde. These poisonings can lead to seizures. Vaping liquids contain 
additives such as propylene glycol and glycerol. These toxic chemicals have been linked to cancer, respiratory 
disease, and heart disease. Scientists have also found that diacetyl, a chemical used to flavour some vape juice, 
may cause a condition called “popcorn lung,” the scarring and obstruction of the lungs’ smallest airways. In 
addition, a study found that some common chemicals used to flavour vape juice could damage endothelial cells. 
These are the cells that line blood vessels and lymph vessels. Consequently, because of these dangers, the 
vaping liquid is a banned substance as defined in our Discipline Code of Conduct. 
 
We therefore embarked on a full and comprehensive investigation to determine the facts of which students had 

been involved and the levels of their involvement. This process included the collection of written statements in 

which students were given the opportunity to admit their involvement or divulge what knowledge they had of 

students vaping on our campus. I am grateful to all the students involved in the investigation for their cooperation. 

Some students admitted their guilt immediately. On cross checking the statements it was found that some students 

had not fully disclosed their involvement or had lied about their involvement. When questioned afterwards, they 

did admit their guilt.  
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At the conclusion of the investigation standard punishments were imposed on all students involved. Increasing 

numbers of Demerits were imposed on students who had either lied in their original statements; found to have 

vaped on our campus or who had supplied and consumed the vaping substance. However, once these standard 

punishments were then applied to the students’ cumulative disciplinary records to date, the overall outcome 

became different. Following individual meetings with the transgressors and their parents, some students have 

been issued with disciplinary letters confirming their demerits; some have been issued with a two week internal 

suspension and a few students have been externally suspended for a period of one school week.  

 

As emerging adults, our teenage students are regularly faced with choices and temptations – at school and 

elsewhere. Schools are mere microcosms of society and our school is no different to any other school. For some 

in this case, they faced the choice to be tempted to vape on our school property or not. They faced the choice to 

tempt others or not. And they were given the choice to tell the truth or not. I commend those who, when tempted, 

chose to walk away and I am very proud of those who, faced with the choice to tell the truth or lie, told the truth. 

Our challenge as educators and parents is to continue to reiterate to our children that they should always tell the 

truth no matter what.  

 

To further safeguard all of our students, and to assist them in making informed choices, we will continue to focus 

on issues surrounding addiction and peer pressure in our LO Island Days. Our staff will continue to undertake 

regular patrols during break times and into bathrooms. As with all well-managed schools which pride themselves 

in the highest standards of conduct, random drug testing will also continue to take place in our College in keeping 

with our firm yet fair disciplinary code. We encourage parents to use these unfortunate examples in continuing 

similar discussions at home about choice, peer pressure and the dangers associated with the consummation of 

banned substances. 

 

It was clear by the looks on the faces of the parents of the students involved that they are feeling much hurt and 

disappointment right now.  I am extremely grateful to these parents for the grace and dignity that they have shown 

despite their obvious pain. All of them have supported the outcome of the investigative process.  

 

Teenagers – indeed even adults - make mistakes. Everyone deserves a second chance to right the wrong 

committed and make amends. No one is defined by their mistakes but rather by the character shown when facing 

the consequences of their choices. As the Springboks have shown us, even in our greatest despair, there is 

always hope. Our hope is that our students, when faced with a similar choice again, will not commit the same 

mistake twice. Together with the support of their parents, we will continue to empower our College students to 

make good choices. 

 

It is now time to buckle down and prepare for the all-important end of year examinations. As the responsibility of 

educating the young adults within our care does not rest with the teachers completely, we encourage all parents 

to provide a safe studying environment at home without distractions or stress.  

 

I once again wish to assure all of our Reddam House Umhlanga parents that your child’s best interests remain at 

the heart of all policies and decision making at Reddam House Umhlanga. 

 

ADAM ROGERS 

HEADMASTER 

 

 

‘Bok Friday’ 
Our College students and staff were encouraged to come to school on Friday 1 November dressed in their green 
and gold or South African supporters’ gear to show their support for the Springbok rugby team playing in the World 
Cup Final. Our PR/ Marketing Portfolio captured the spirit of support in a moving video tribute that was posted on 
our social media platforms. 
 

GENERAL NEWS & INFORMATION 



Top Row: Mr Ramsugit, Mr Taylor, Mr Rogers, Mr van Wyk, Mrs McKechnie, Mrs Kriel, Mrs Lowry 

Bottom Row: Mr Jones, Mrs Boosey, Mr Beach 
Left Top Row: Christian Elsner, Cayden Christian, Priyen Chetty, Leon Du Plessis, Kyle Chetty, Ella Dreyer, 

Catherine Eastes, Leah Fitzpatrick, Thomas Youens, Tallulah Crosby, Jayden Reddy, Kival Singh, Dimateo 

Luizinho. Middle row: Heath Maclou, Yareev Baniparsad, Ruach Rungan, Ciajal Maharaj. 

Front Row: Neveshen Moodley, Divya Venkatesan, Catherine Hoal, Sajana Sirkisson, Jessica Ovenstone, 

Josanne Fincham, Benjamin Rodrigues 

 
End of Year Examination Routine 
All examinations begin to be written on Monday 11 November and will conclude on Wednesday 27 November. 
Students may wear their everyday school uniform during this period and need not wear their “step outs” on Friday 
15 and 22 November. 
  
Grades 8 to 10 will write their examinations in the Mini Theatre. For the Grade 8 to 10s, their first session will run 
from 8 to 10am and, where applicable, their second session will run from 12 to 2pm. They are expected to report 
to the examination venue 30 minutes before the start of the examination in order to be seated, registered and 
begin the allotted reading time before the examinations commence. 
  
The Grade 11s will write separately in the area between the Physical and Life Science laboratories. Their first 
session will run from 8 to 11am. If they write an examination which is not 3 hours long, they will then finish the 
first session before 11am. The duration of their examinations can be found in their examination timetables. Where 
applicable, their second session will run from 1 to 3pm. They are expected to report to the examination venue 30 
minutes before the start of the examination in order to be seated, registered and begin the allotted reading time 
before the examinations commence. 
 
Extramurals During the End-of-Year Examination Period 
The Term 4 extramural programme will conclude at the end of this week. No extramurals will take place during 
the end of year examination period.  
  
However, as stated previously, there are numerous benefits to students staying physical during the examination 
period. Consequently, we will be running voluntary strength and conditioning classes from 11am to 12pm from 
Monday to Thursday during the examination period. Students are to report to the College field in their PE kit. 
These sessions are recommended for those students who are not writing an examination or attending a support 
class. We remain committed to our belief that exercise is good for our students’ emotional, physical and cognitive 
development during the examination period.   
 
Academic Support Classes During the Examination Period 
Scheduled times will be made available for the subjects with the greatest demand, namely English, First Additional 
Languages and Mathematics. Details of these times will be communicated later this week. Teachers of other 
subjects will be available for support lessons and should be contacted to make a support lesson booking at a time 
that is convenient to both the student and the teacher.    
 
Sports Survey Results 
Thank you to those parents who responded to our request to provide feedback through the recent sports survey. 
Our College management has analysed the results and is currently strategizing ways to improve communication, 
better the quality and regularity of fixtures and upgrade our sporting facilities. A number of exciting preseason 
camps, tours and tournaments will be taking place in 2020 and will be communicated to all parents by the end of 
this year to assist them in the planning of their holidays next year.  
 
Annual Administration Week 
The annual Administration Week will take place from Monday 11 November to 15 November. Further details will 
be emailed to parents this week including information regarding school fees for 2020. 



 
Grade 8M & 8R Geography Trip 

On Monday 21 October Grade 8M and 8S 
had the opportunity to create links between 
the theory covered in class and real life 
examples.   The group started their morning 
with a cruise around the Durban harbour to 
identify the importance of efficient transport 
and international trade.  
 
This was followed by a visit to the sugar 
terminals where the processing and 
transporting of sugar was explained. Our 
students were great ambassadors and we 
are delighted with the enthusiasm shown 
while doing their fieldwork tasks. 
 
Students aboard the Sarie Marie 

 
 
Grade 10 Reasoning Examination 
Each year our Grade 10 Mathematics 

students write the IEB Thinking Skills examination which is set by the IEB and exclusively tests the complex 
procedures and problem solving elements of the curriculum.  This is a good indicator as to how our students will 
perform in this component of the Grade 12 Mathematics examination.  
 
This year the IEB elected to change this assessment to an international examination, which is set by The 
Australian Educational Council.  Now renamed as the Reasoning examination, it still assesses the same skills of 
applying knowledge to new and unseen contexts.  The results will help us to determine how our students are 
performing on an international level.  

 
Grade 9 Public Speaking 
Public Speaking is a compulsory subject within the Grade 8 and 9 curriculum with the intention to teach students 
communication skills and improve confidence.  The two year College Public Speaking course culminates in a 
formal class dinner at which every student is given the opportunity to showcase his or her public speaking skills 
in the delivery of various speeches from toasts to impromptu and prepared speeches to an audience consisting 
of their parents and invited staff members.   
 
9H held their dinner on Wednesday 30 October and then it was the turn of 9M on Thursday 31 October. We look 
forward to the 9R formal dinner on Thursday 7 November.  
 

Sajana Bidesi                    Mitchell Coull             
 

 

        

ACADEMIC NEWS & INFORMATION 



 
Red Deli In-house Caterers  
We are excited to announce that Red Deli has been appointed as our new in-house caterers and will be taking 
over the management of the Reddam Res catering where they will be based from 1 November.  
 
We warmly welcome Asthira Lakaram as the catering manager dedicated to Reddam House Umhlanga.  Red Deli 
has over ten years experience catering to schools across South Africa and has been providing professional, 
nutritional and world class hospitality management for several Reddam House schools including Helderfontein 
and Ballito. Their menus offer healthy, balanced meals and are dietician approved.   
 
The Press Club will continue to provide their exceptional service and signature dishes in the two coffee shops 
located on our campus.  
  

 
Music 
Music practical examinations are ranked Grades 1 – 8, with Grade 1 being beginners and Grade 8 being university 
or conservator entrance level. Reddam House Umhlanga has one of the largest number of entrants in KZN and 
we are exceptionally proud of all of our students and their excellent results. Congratulations to the following 
students on the achievement of their ABRSM and Trinity Examination results: 
 
ABRSM  
Grade 3 violin:  Hong-Luen Chen         
                                 Yo-Jen Chen               Merit  
Grade 5 violin             Kelly van der Vyver     Merit                  
Grade 5 violin             Giorgia Gregory          Merit                  
Grade 7 violin            Gemma Coleman       Merit                    
Grade 8 violin           Brogan Rolfe              Merit                     
Grade 4 piano           Harrison Rossiter                      
Grade 2 piano        Kriya Singh                  
   
Trinity 
Grade 5 singing       Daniel Singery            Merit 
Grade 5 drums        Damian Stephens       Distinction  
Grade 5 violin          Kate Searle                 Merit 
Grade 5 violin          Simone Ephraim         Merit 
 
Trinity Rock & Pop 
Grade 3 vocals           Divya Venkatesan     Merit  
Grade 5 vocals           Talia Poupard              
Grade 6 vocals           Amahle Zondi    Merit  
  
Trinity Musical Theatre 
Grade 5   Kyran Taylor           Distinction 
Grade 4   Chloë Schultz           Merit 
Grade 5   Carl Oosthuizen       Distinction 

        
Dramatic Production 2020 
We are excited to announce that our College dramatic 
production for 2020 is “Footloose”.  Students will be 
informed of the times of auditions after the completion 
of the end of year examinations.  
 
Visual Art 
Grade 10 and 11 Visual Arts students entered the 
“Imagine Tomorrow Competition” hosted by the Durban 
Holocaust and Genocide Centre in Durban.  
 

BOARDING NEWS & INFORMATION  

 

CULTURAL NEWS & INFORMATION 

 



Participants were 
asked to respond to a 
quote by Holocaust 
survivor and author 
Primo Levi: "Monsters 
exist, but they are too 
few in number to be 
truly dangerous. More 
dangerous are the 
common men, the 
functionaries ready to 
believe and to act 
without asking 
questions."  
 
We are proud to 
announce that the 
winner of this 
competition is Liam 
Cooney in Grade 10 
with the image (left). 
 
All art entries were on 
display at the Victor 

Daitz Resource Centre at Durban Holocaust & Genocide Centre until 11 October 2019. 

 
Sunset Proms 
The annual Sunset Proms concert on 2 December 2019 showcases the talents of the Reddam House 
Umhlanga Music Department. Featuring music both old and new, this spectacular event will see performances 
from our youngest to most seasoned musicians. Bands, choirs and orchestras from across the College and Prep 
school will all take to the stage in a feel–good celebration that only music can provide. Tickets are R50 (Barnyard 
style) and are available from the Preparatory School reception from 11 November 2019. 

 
Support Staff Hamper Collection 
Every year we are given the opportunity to thank our support staff by providing Christmas hampers to them. A 
letter detailing the collection process will be emailed to all parents this week. 
 

 
Interhouse Sport Competition 
The following Interhouse Sports Competitions will take place from 15:00 this week:  
  
Tuesday 5 November:  
Interhouse Cricket  
 
Thursday 7 November:  
Interhouse Girls’ Touch Rugby and Interhouse Cricket  
 
Friday 8 November:  
Interhouse Waterpolo  
  
SPORTS RESULTS 
  
Cricket  
 
vs Clifton College  
 
RHU u14B vs Clifton u14C 

SPORTS NEWS & INFORMATION 
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Clifton: 172/4 
RHU: 60 all out 
Clifton won by 112 runs 
 
RHU u15A vs Clifton U15B 
Clifton: 108/4 (Varan Naidoo 4/19) 
RHU: 109/2 (Rhys Tweedy 59 not out, Jonathan Hicks 32 not out) 
RHU won by 8 wickets 
 
RHU 1st vs Clifton 3rds 
RHU: 139 (Luke Gardiner 48) 
Clifton: 142/3 
Clifton won by 7 wickets 
 
vs Thomas More College 
 
RHU u14B: 75/8 
TMC u14B: 76/6 (Heath Maclou 4/11) 
TMC won by 4 wickets 
 
TMC u14A: 200/2 
RHU u14A: 151/4 (Samuel Pienaar 40, Yudarshan Pillay 54) 
TMC won by 49 runs  
 
RHU u15A: 246/8 (Jonathan Hicks 102, Matthew Van Zyl 34, Siyuran Devan 41) 
TMC u15A: 196 (Varan Naidoo 3/37Jonathan Hicks 3/27) 
RHU won by 50 runs 

 
RHU 1st XI: 55 all out 
TMC 1st XI: 56/6 
TMC won by 4 wickets 
 
Girls’ Water Polo 
 
vs Amanzimtoti High School 
RHU Junior Team won 11-2  
 
Boys’ Water Polo 
 
vs Amanzimtoti High School 
RHU 2nd Team vs Amanzimtoti High School 1st won 14-7  
 
Girls’ Touch Rugby 
 
1st Team  
vs Westville Girls’ High School lost 02 – 03 
vs Durban Girls’ High School u16B won 2-0  
vs Manor Gardens 1st Team lost 0-3  
 
2nd Team 
vs Kingsway High School 2nd Team lost 0-2  
vs Glenmore 2nd Team drew 0-0  
vs Manor Gardens 2nd Team lost 0-2  
 
3rd Team 
vs Durban Girls’ High School u15C won 2-0  
Vs Kingsway High School 2nd Team lost 0-2  
 
PSI Hockey Team Selections 
 
Congratulations to Georgia Swart and Kyran Taylor who have made the U14A Team to compete in the National 
PSI Tournament that will be held in Cape Town in December. 
 



Equestrian 
 
Congratulations to Taina Meekers who rode her horse “Heir to The Throne” at the SANESA National 
Competition and was placed 12th overall in South Africa and being the highest ranked KZN rider in South Africa.  
 
KZN Waterpolo Team Selections 

Congratulations to the following students who 
have been selected to the various KZN 
Waterpolo teams: 
 
u14A Girls’ Team: Tallulah Crosby and Kiara 
Whiteboy 
 
u16A Boys’ Team: Jordan Maehler and Braden 
Delomoney 
 
u19A Boys’ Team: Jamie Sindt 
 
 
Left to Right: Jamie Sindt, Kiara Whiteboy, Jordan Maehler, Tallulah Crosby, Brayden 

Delomoney 

 
 

 
Second Hand Uniform Shop 
Please note the shop will be open for appointment only during the examination period.In addition to second hand 
uniform and sports equipment, the shop also sells second hand textbooks. Parents wishing to sell second hand 
uniforms or books are welcome to drop them off in the shop which is located on the ground floor of the College 
building.  
 
Any parent wishing to volunteer or take over the running of the 2nd Hand Uniform Shop as a profit-generating 
business opportunity is to contact either Mr Adam Rogers on email adam.rogers@reddam.house or Ms Petra 
Batho on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/RHUniformshop/ 

  
P & F Treasurer Wanted 
The Parents’ and Friends’ Association is looking for someone to take on the position of Treasurer. The position 
would suit someone with a financial background and involves maintaining simple accounting records and 
preparing bi-annual statements. For further information, please contact Jacqueline on 0832878485. 

 
Astroturf Advertising Boards  
We are excited to launch our Astroturf advertising board project. An 
exemplary advertising board has already been erected on the fence around 
the Astroturf. Please contact Ian Gardiner for further information on 
sponsorship.umhlanga@reddam.house or 0824466228  
 
My School Card 

We encourage parents to please remember to swipe their My School 

card when shopping at any of the affiliated stores. These stores include 

Woolworths, Walton’s, Engen, Flight Centre and Loot. The full list of 

affiliated partners can be found on the 

My School website.  A portion of your 

spend is given back to the school and 

these funds will be utilised towards the 

beautification of our school grounds as 

well as the purchase of books for the 

library.   

 

PARENTS’ AND FRIENDS’ ASSOCIATION INFORMATION 

SPONSORSHIP NEWS & INFORMATION 
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Please click on this button to see our Reddam House Umhlanga Advertisements 

6 November 09h00 Grade 9 IeB SST Examination: English 

9-10 November 

 Grade 8-11 Examinations 

 

DATES TO DIARISE 

 

4 November 09h00 Grade 9 IeB SST Examination: Mathematics 

11-27 November 

Boarders’ Free Weekend 

https://sites.google.com/reddam.house/ruadsterm42019/home

